*   ACCESSION    *

ance, making himself generally disliked. To the King's
intense annoyance, the Duchess took every opportunity
of currying favour with the people, receiving as many
loyal addresses as possible, with Conroy standing at her
side and generally behaving as her confidential adviser.

Relations between the King and the Duchess grew
steadily worse, until the King's weakness for making
speeches precipitated an open quarrel. Charles Greville
was, for once, not present at the scene, but did not rest
until he had obtained the whole story from Adolphus
Fitzclarence, the King's favourite son:

*. . . The King invited the Duchess of Kent to go to
Windsor on the 12th August to celebrate the Queen's
birthday (15th) and to stay there over his own birthday,
which was to be kept (privately) on the 21st (the real
day, but falling on Sunday) and publicly the day follow-
ing. She sent word that she wanted to keep her own
birthday at Claremont on the 15th (or whatever the day
is) took no notice of the Queen's birthday, but said she
would go to Windsor on the 20th. This put the King in
a fury; he made, however, no reply, and on the 20th he
was in town to prorogue Parliament, having desired that
they would not wait for dinner for him at Windsor.
After the prorogation he went to Kensington to look
about it; when he got there he found that the Duchess
of Kent had appropriated to her own use a suite of apart-
ments, seventeen in number, for which she had applied
last year, and which he had refused to let her have.
This increased his ill-humour, already excessive. When
he arrived at Windsor and went into the drawing-room
(at about 10 o'clock at night) where the whole party was
assembled, he went up to the Princess Victoria, took hold
of both her hands, and expressed his pleasure at seeing
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